
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 

Pedestrian and bicycle verses motor vehicle crashes happen far too often. In 2015 there were 
5,376 pedestrians and 818 bicyclists were killed in traffic related accidents.  

The number of pedestrians and bicyclists injured is much higher.  In 2015 there were 
approximately 70,000 pedestrians injured, up 15% from 2006 and the total cost of these 
injuries to children 14 years and younger is $5.2 billion annually. 

Although walking and biking are healthy, some injury prevention measures should be taken to 
reduce the likelihood of injury or death. 

• Wear bright clothing with reflective materials so you can be seen.  

      •  Carry a flashlight when walking at night.  

      •  Cross in a clear section. Stand clear of buses, hedges, parked cars, or other obstacles before  

           crossing so drivers can see you. 

      •  Always walk on the sidewalk. If there is no sidewalk, walk facing traffic.  

      •  Don't assume vehicles will stop. Make eye contact with drivers, don't just look at the 

          vehicle. If a driver is on a cell phone, he or she may not be paying enough attention to  

          drive safely.  

      • Don’t rely solely on pedestrian signals. Look before you cross the road.  

      •  Be alert. Listen for engine noise or watch for backup lights on cars when in parking lot 

          and near on-street parking spaces. 

 

Additional Safety measures: 

• Cross streets at marked crosswalks or intersections only, if possible. 

• Always obey traffic signals such as WALK/DON'T WALK signs. 

• Look left, right, and left again before crossing a street. 

• Watch for turning vehicles. Make sure the driver sees you and will stop for you, make 

eye contact with the driver. 

•  Even if one motorist stops, do not presume drivers in other lanes can see you and will 

stop for you. 

• Don't be distracted by wearing headphones or talk on a cell phone while crossing. 

Bicyclists 

•  You are better off riding with the flow of traffic, not against it. Crash data tells us that getting 

    hit from behind is extremely unlikely.  

•  You are more predictable and visible to motorists, especially at intersections and driveways.  

•  Ride in a straight line, and a bike lane. Do not ride in and out of cars and use hand signals  

   when turning and stopping. 

 •  Always obey traffic signs, signals, and lane markings and yield to traffic when appropriate,  

     including pedestrians. 

 


