
All terrain vehicles (ATV) are used by many families both for fun and for work, but they can be 

dangerous especially for children.  According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), more 

than 700 people are killed each year and another 100,000 people are injured seriously enough to 

require emergency room visits. 

Children under 16 years old represent 16% of all ATV drivers, 35% of ATV related deaths and 40% of all 

ATV injuries. Younger males are at the greatest risk and are 3 times more likely to be injured.  95% of all 

children that ride ATV’s are riding adult sized vehicles which pose a greater risk of injury and death. 

Of the deaths that happen on ATV’s 60% occur on roadways, while only 1% happen on ATV trails. More 

than half of the deaths (56%) attributed to ATV’s happen as a result of a collison with a fixed object. 

Overturns account for 35% of the deaths and happen more frequently while going backwards. 

Unfortunately, Texas leads the nation in ATV deaths and injuries. Used primarily for hunting and other 

off-road sports, they have become popular for farming and ranching.  

Some safety precautions include: 

• Children should only be permitted to use ATV’s of an appropriate size.  Children under 16 years 

of age should not ride adult ATV’s. 

• All people who ride ATV’s should have proper training, but especially children. 

• Always wear appropriate riding gear including an approved helmet, goggles, gloves, over-the 

ankle boots, long pants and a long-sleeve shirt. 

• Never operate an ATV while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

• Before riding make sure the ATV is in good operating condition.  Check tires and wheels, braking, 

and steering. 

• Always supervise young riders. 

• Do not carry passengers.  Most ATV’s are designed for single riders. 

• Be careful when adding extra equipment to the ATV.  It could effect the stability and operation 

of the vehicle. 

• Always check your surroundings. Look for wire, ropes or chain that might be hard to see. 

• Do not drive the ATV at excessive speeds. 

 

 

  


